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AN ACT TO MANAGE MEDICAL RESIDENCY TRAINING PROGRAMS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES

E xplanatory Note

The decreasing enrollm ent of s tu d e n ts  in the  field of m edicine in the 
Philippines h a s  been showing an  a larm ing trend . Add to th a t the  recent 
phenom enon of doctors foregoing their m edical education  and  tra in ing  in order 
to p u rsu e  n u rsin g  abroad, and  w hat we have is a  coun try  faced w ith a  crisis in 
health  service provision. Some governm ent and  private hosp itals were 
reportedly filling u p  their m edical residen t vacancies by hiring foreign doctors. 
In a  survey done in 2011 by the  D epartm ent of H ealth (DOH), am ong its 
reta ined  train ing  and  teach ing  hosp itals, 12% of p lantilla  positions for m edical 
residen ts rem ain  unfilled. It is feared th a t w ith Filipinos opting for out-of
residency train ing , there  will no longer be Filipino m edical specialists in the  
fu ture.

R esident doctors are  the  m ain workforce in hosp ita ls and  a s  such , they are 
som etim es on du ty  for th ree  stra igh t days; during  which, m eals and  sleep are 
m issed. Surely, these  dism al conditions m ake raising  a  family and  living 
decently a  very difficult endeavor for Filipino doctors in the  country.

C hanges m u st be m ade so th a t a  potential hea lth  crisis m ay be averted. This 
bill seeks to upgrade  the  salary  and  benefits of doctors while upgrad ing  the 
quality of the ir tra in ing  as well.

This bill seeks to m ake ou r Filipino m edical residen ts stay  in the  country  in 
order for them  to con tinue looking after the  health  of Filipinos. Through th is  
bill, it is hoped th a t  ou r coun try  will p roduce com petent m edical specialists 
who are  willing to stay  in the  coun try  and  serve the ir fellow citizens.

In view of the  foregoing, the  im m ediate passage of th is  bill is sought.
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