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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT CREATING A NATIONAL SEAFARERS COMMISSION, 
PRESCRIBING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFORE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

E xplanatory Note

This bill seeks the  estab lishm en t of the  National Seafarers Com m ission, 
w hich shall develop, organize, m ain tain , operate, in tegrate  and  stream line 
the  policies and  program s related  to the  Philippine seafaring profession.

Despite their considerable con tribu tion  to the  co u n try ’s economy, Filipino 
seafarers are  given inadequate  a tten tion . Seafarers have to go to different 
agencies to secure  the  necessary  docum enta tion  for them  to practice their 
profession locally and  in ternationally . They have to secure  their Seafarers 
Identification an d  Record Book (SIRB) an d  Certificate of Com petency from 
the  M aritime Industry  A uthority (MARINA) an d  the ir Seafarer’s 
R egistration Certificate (SRC) from the Philippine O verseas Em ploym ent 
A dm inistration (POEA). O ther tra in ings, sem inars and  docum en ts have to 
be secured  from o ther different agencies an d  organizations su ch  a s  the  
National T elecom m unications Com m ission, Philippine C oast G uard  and  
the  B oards of M arine Deck an d  Engineer Officers of the  Professional 
Regulation Com m ission.

There is a  need for legislation to create  a  one-stop shop to a tten d  to all the 
requ irem ents of seafarers and  focus on the  un ique  dem ands and  
conditions of the  seafaring profession.

This m easu re  seeks to create  a  National Seafarers Com m ission (NSC) 
w hich shall serve a s  a  centralized governm ent agency th a t will provide the  
necessary  services, supervision, regulation and  guidance the  Filipino 
seafarer needs in order to develop a s  a  globalized profession. Tra in ing 
program s, sem inars, certifications and  o ther docum ents needed by the  
seafarer will be readily m ade available u n d e r one agency.

In view of the  foregoing, the  u rg en t passage of th is  bill is sought.

l o r E n l e g a r d a
Senator














