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AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PRODUCTION, IMPORTATION, SALE, USE, 
RECYCLING, AND DISPOSITION OF PLASTIC BAGS, PROMOTING THE USE 
OF NATIVE REUSABLE BAGS, PROVIDING A MECHANISM FOR THE 
RECOVERY AND COLLECTION OF PLASTIC BAGS, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Plastic bags are ubiquitous components of the world's consumer culture. These non- 
biodegradable plastic bags symbolize the throwaway culture which the Philippines, 
along with many other countries, have developed.

According to the Earth Policy Institute based in Washington, D.C., United States, an 
estimated one trillion single-use plastic bags are used each year, or at the rate of almost 
2 million per minute. As they are oftentimes immediately discarded, single-use plastic 
bags are commonly found in landfills and have become a significant cause of water 
pollution. It is also well-recognized that the burning of plastic bags has adverse 
impacts to the environment and to human health, given the level of toxic chemical 
content.

This bill aims to strictly regulate the production, importation, sale and use of plastic 
bags. A point-of-sale store shall be prohibited from providing the consumer with 
plastic bags for the purpose of carrying or transporting items or products purchased by 
the said consumer. This will put the use of single-use plastic bags to a minimum 
considering that plastics are made from petroleum. Plastic and paper products as 
defined and used under this Act shall be appropriately and properly labeled to be 
biodegradable, non-biodegradable, or recyclable, as the case may be. More importantly, 
manufacturers will have an important role in the recycling and proper disposal of their 
own products.

For these compelling reasons, the immediate approval of this bill is urgently sought.
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