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AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE INTER-AGENCY 
TASK FORCE TO COORDINATE, SUPPORT AND ENHANCE THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS AND PROMOTE 
ECO-TOURISM INDUSTRY IN THESE AREAS, PROVIDE FUNDS 
THEREFOR AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES.

E xplanatory Note

Based on a  2005 jo in t s tudy  by m arine sc ien tis ts  from the World 
Conservation Union an d  the  Sm ithsonian  In stitu te  of the  U nited S ta tes, the 
Verde Island Passage M arine C o rrid o r-a  1.14 million hectare  stre tch  of 
w ater found along portions of the provinces of B atangas, O riental Mindoro, 
Occidental Mindoro, M arinduque and  Romblon, is believed to be the “cen ter 
of the cen ter of m arine shore fish biodiversity in the  world. 1 Located right in 
the middle of the  Coral Triangle and  w ith the  h ighest concentra tion  of 
m arine species in any  region of the  world, the  Verde Island Passage M arine 
Corridor is an  im portan t source of livelihood for over 7 m illion people living 
along these  provinces who engage, am ong o ther th ings, in fishing, 
aquacu ltu re  an d  tou rism 2. At the sam e tim e, it serves an  im portan t 
passagew ay for both  com m ercial an d  industria l sh ips travelling from M anila 
or B atangas going to the  so u th e rn  p a rts  of the  coun try  an d  vice versa.

Given its rich  biodiversity and  economic potential, there  is a  c lear need for 
governm ent an d  o ther stakeho lders to coordinate the ir efforts in ensuring  
the su sta inab le  u se  of the  resources of the  Verde Island Passage. A 
significant step  in th is  d irection w as the  form ulation of the  Verde Island 
Passage M anagem ent Plan by the Ad Hoc T ask  Force on the  Verde Island 
Passage after consu lting  w ith the  private sector, civil society organizations, 
and  the local governm ent u n its3. Since then , a  large n u m b er of m arine 
protected a reas  h a s  been estab lished  w ithin the  Verde Island Passage 
M arine Corridor. According to C onservation In ternational—a  m em ber of the 
Ad Hoc T ask Force, from over 1,000 hectares in 2005, the  a re a s  covered by 
MPAs span  m ore th a n  17,000 hectares by 2011.

C a rp e n te r, K.E. a n d  S p rin g e r, V .G . (2 0 0 5 ) "T h e  c e n te r  o f  th e  c e n te r  o f  m a r in e  sh o re  fis h  b io d iv e rs ity :  th e  P h ilip p in e  Is lands.

E n v iro n m e n ta l B io lo g y  o f  F ishes. 7 2 .4 6 7 -  4 8 0 .

B o q u ire n , R., D i C a rlo , G., Q u ib ila n , M .C . (2 0 1 0 ) "C lim a te  C han ge  V u ln e ra b il i ty  A sse ssm e n t o f  th e  V e rd e  Is la n d  Passage, P h ilip p in e s ."

T e ch n ica l R e p o rt. C o n s e rv a tio n  In te rn a t io n a l,  A r lin g to n ,  V irg in ia , USA.

In 28  N o v e rm b e r 2 0 0 6 , P re s id e n t G lo r ia  A r ro y o  s ig n e d  E xe cu tive  O rd e r  N o . 5 7 8  e n t i t le d  "E s ta b lis h in g  th e  n a t io n a l p o lic y  o n  b io lo g ic a l 

d iv e rs ity  p re s c r ib in g  its  im p le m e n ta t io n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  S u lu  S u la w e s i M a r in e  E cosys tem  a n d  th e  V e rd e  Is lan d  

Passage M a r in e  C o rr id o r .










