
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
F irst Regular Session )

m J^p n n tr
<9tfirr Ilf l(;c>rrrrt.nry

*16 JUL19 A10'-2fl

S E N A T E
S.B. NO. 433 Klf  KIVKI) BY;

In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT PROMOTING THE USE OF BAYBAYIN AS A TOOL FOR CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES, PROVIDING FOR ITS PROMOTION, 
PROTECTION, PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES.

E xplanatory Note

The “Baybayin” is an  ancien t Philippine system  of w riting com posed of a  se t of 
17 cursive ch arac te rs  or le tters w hich rep resen ts e ither a  single consonan t or 
vowel or a com plete syllable. To recognize our trad itional w riting system s which 
are objects of na tional im portance and  considered a s  a  National C ultural 
T reasure, the  “Baybayin”, an  indigenous na tional w riting scrip t w hich will be 
Tagalog-based na tional w ritten  language and  one of the  existing native w ritten 
languages, is hereby declared collectively as the  "Baybayin” National W riting 
Script of the  country . Hence, it should  be prom oted, protected, preserved and  
conserved for posterity  for the  next generation.

This bill, therefore, seeks to prom ote, protect, preserve an d  conserve the script 
through  the  following (a) by requiring food m an u fac tu re rs  to inscribe 
“Baybayin” scrip ts  an d  the ir transla tion  on con ta iners or labels; (b) by 
m andating  the  LGUs to u se  “Baybayin” scrip ts in the ir signage for street 
nam es, public facilities, am ong others; (c) by requiring  new spaper and  
m agazine pub lishers to include “Baybayin” tran sla tio n  of the ir official nam e; 
and  (d) by directing the  appropria te  governm ent agency to d issem inate 
knowledge and  inform ation ab o u t “Baybayin” scrip t by d istribu ting  reading 
m aterials in all levels of public an d  private educational in stitu tio n s and  all 
governm ent an d  private agencies and  offices to instill aw areness of the 
declaration of “Baybayin” as the  na tional w riting system .

To give u s  a  glim pse of the  legacies of the p a s t th a t rem ain  to shape  the  p resen t 
and  the fu ture  of o u r country , passage of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator






