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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT TO PROMOTE GREENING AND FORESTLAND REHABILITATION 
AND PROTECTION IN THE BARANGAY LEVEL, SPURRING LOCAL 
CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory  Note

With the  recognition of the  vulnerability  of the  Philippine archipelago an d  its 
local com m unities to potential dangerous consequences of clim ate change 
such  a s  increasing  frequency a n d /o r  severity of d rough ts, fires, floods and  
storm s, dam age to ecosystem s, and  biodiversity loss th a t affect the  
coun try ’s environm ent, cu ltu re , and  econom y, it h a s  becom e the  policy of 
the  S tate  to enjoin the  partic ipation  of na tional and  local governm ents, 
b u sinesses, nongovernm ent organizations, local com m unities and  the  public 
to prevent and  reduce the  adverse im pacts of clim ate change.

This bill seeks to ad d ress  one of the  drivers of ou r vulnerability  to d isaste rs  
and  clim ate change — ecosystem s decline. Over the  las t cen tury , the  
coun try ’s forest cover of a round  30 million hectares h a s  now dropped to 7.2 
million hectares. In th is  m anner, reforestation initiatives m u st be 
accelerated a s  a  way to a d ap t to a  changing clim ate.

The bill recognizes role of local governm ents a s  frontline agencies in the  
form ulation and  im plem entation  of clim ate change action, a s  it em pow ers 
local officials to advance greening and  rehab ilita tion  an d  protection of 
forestlands a s  a  priority adap ta tion  stra tegy from the  provincial to the 
barangay  level.

In view of the  foregoing, im m ediate passage  of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.
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