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Explanatory  Note

In a  tim e w here o u r society constan tly  experiences extrajudicial killings, 
d iscrim ination based  on ethnicity  and  gender, enforced d isappearances, 
hunger, in te rnal d isp lacem ent due to arm ed conflict, sexual abuse , am ong 
others, it is a  fact of life th a t  m any of ou r countrym en do no t know th a t 
these  ac ts  are  serious infringem ents of in h eren t an d  God-given h u m an  
rights. M any feel the  pain  th a t these  violations bring, an d  yet they do no t 
know its nam e nor do they know whom  to ru n  to for help. They are left in 
the  dark; feeding the  vicious cycle of im punity  an d  encroachm en t of these 
rights.

This bill th u s  seeks to m ake the  study  of h u m an  righ ts a  m andato ry  p a rt of 
the  cu rricu lum  of all educational in stitu tio n s in the  country .

No less th a n  the  C onstitu tion , particu larly  Article XIV, Section 3 (1 86 2) 
provides:

(1) All educational in stitu tio n s shall include the  stu d y  of the 
C onstitu tion  a s  p a rt of the  curricu la .

(2) They shall incu lcate  patrio tism , foster love of hum anity , 
respect for h u m an  rights, appreciation  of the  role of na tional 
heroes in the  h istorical developm ent of the  country , teach  the 
righ ts an d  d u ties  of citizenship, streng then  ethical and  
sp iritua l values, develop m oral ch arac te r an d  personal 
discipline, encourage critical and  creative th inking , b roaden 
scientific an d  technological knowledge, an d  prom ote 
efficiency."

Moreover, the  C onstitu tion  em pow ers and  m an d a tes  the Com m ission on 
H um an Rights a s  provided in Article Xlll, Section 18 (5) an d  (6), to do the 
following:

(5) E stab lish  a  con tinu ing  program  of research , education , and  
inform ation to enhance  respect for the  prim acy of h u m an  
rights.

(6) Recom m end to C ongress effective m easu res  to prom ote 
h u m an  righ ts an d  to provide for com pensation  to victim s of 
violations of h u m an  rights, or their families."






