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AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE LAKE LANAO DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
DEFINING ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES, APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory  Note

Lake Lanao and  its  w atersheds are  now in the  m iddle of an  ecological crisis. 
A 2006 study  m ade by the  M indanao S tate  University found th a t  the  Lake 
suffers from m assive algae con tam ination  b rough t abou t by indiscrim inate 
logging, extensive land -use  and  farm ing. These findings fu rth er raise  the  
alarm  on the  Lake’s situa tion  following earlier repo rts th a t a round  90 
percen t of its  endem ic freshw ater species are  already extinct due  to the 
in troduction  of foreign species in the  Lake and  the  construction  of hydro
electric power p lan ts  in the  area, w hich d istu rbed  the  w atershed ’s ecological 
balance. W idespread illegal logging in its  w atersheds h a s  also affected the 
Lake’s ability to supply w ater to the  Agus river w hich serves as its  only 
outlet and  su p p o rts  hydroelectric pow erplants.

The Lake’s con tinued  deterioration  is m ost u n fo rtu n a te  given its historical, 
cu ltu ra l, econom ic and  ecological im portance to the  country . Known as one 
of the  w orld’s 17 ancien t lakes an d  the  co u n try ’s largest freshw ater lake. 
Lake Lanao is found in the  province of Lanao del S u r which is p a rt of the 
A utonom ous Region in M uslim M indanao (ARMM). Being the  only ancien t 
lake in the  Philippines, Lake Lanao is considered of prim e ecological 
im portance w hich justified  the  estab lishm en t of the  Lake Lanao W atershed 
way back  in 1992 p u rsu a n t to Presidential Proclam ation No. 871. 
Considered a s  p a rt of the ir an cestra l dom ain. Lake Lanao is also of 
significant h istorical an d  cu ltu ra l im portance to indigenous peoples, 
particu lary  the  M aranao peoples who continue to live in a reas  su rround ing  
the  lake. More im portantly , it p lays an  im portan t role in securing  
M indanao’s energy needs a s  it supplies w ater to its  existing hydroelectric 
pow erplants, collectively responsible  for a  big fraction of the  is lan d ’s energy 
needs.

This bill seeks to estab lish  an  effective policy and  regulatory adm in istra tion  
over Lake Lanao th rough  the  Lake Lanao Developm ent Authority, thereby 
ensu ring  the  prom otion an d  developm ent of M indanao’s im portan t n a tu r ^  
resource base  in a  sus ta inab le  m anner. The salien t provisions are  as 
follows:
























