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S E N A T E  

S.B. No.
iU ‘ KIVKI) BY:

In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

AN ACT PRESCRIBING THE USE OF NEO-ETHNIC PHILIPPINE TEXTILES 
IN THE ACADEMIC REGALIA OF ALL STATE UNIVERSITIES AND 
COLLEGES

E xplanatory Note

The academ ic regalia of s ta te  colleges an d  universities of the  Philippines is 
based  on the  W estern toga. In the  1990s, the  University of the  Philippines, 
in itiated  the  u se  of the  so-called “ s a b la y ”  bearing  the  un iversity ’s insignia and  
colors as the  academ ic regalia for UP g radua tes  in stead  of the  conventional 
b lack toga. The need to d istingu ish  UP a s  a  Philippine university  from o ther 
universities in the  world an d  o ther official academ ic activities could no t be 
over-em phasized.

In th is  regard, th is  bill seeks to estab lish  the  Philippine Academic Regalia 
Council (PARC) w hich shall form ulate the  National Academic Regalia Policy 
w hich shall review, standard ize , and  adop t academ ic regalia for g raduates , 
adm in istra to rs, faculty, an d  aw ardees of s ta te  universities an d  colleges. The 
proposed bill will also allow these  educational in s titu tio n s to give back  to the 
com m unity  by using  an d  w earing academ ic costum es m ade of neo-ethnic 
Philippine textiles w ithin the ir locality.

The academ ic regalia of the  Philippines m u st have a  m ark  of Filipino cu ltu re  
w orthy of a  trophy by being an  au th en tic  Philippine textile, reflective an d  proud  
of heritage and  production  of the  com m unity  w here it cam e from. This will th en  
n u rtu re  and  p erpe tua te  the  production  of these  textiles in the  countryside, 
preserve cu ltu re , provide jobs, and  loop the  cycle of goodwill w ithin and  am ong 
the  g radua tes  who were “sen t” to school by the  sam e Filipino people who will 
directly benefit from the energized textile sector. In sum , the  proposed m easu re  
will en su re  ru ra l developm ent, cu ltu ra l preservation, inclusive growth, wom en 
em pow erm ent, an d  su s ta in ed  production  of tru ly  neo-ethnic Philippine textiles.

In view of the  foregoing, early passage  of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.

LOREN LEGARDA
Senator






