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E xplanatory Note

Textiles and  garm ents rem ain  to be the  th ird  com m odity c lu s te r responsible  for 
the  US$ 2.14B in exports in 2012. In th is  sector, handloom  weaving is one of 
the  m ost tim e-honored cottage in d u strie s  in the  Philippines and  a  resource for 
ru ra l em ploym ent and  incom e. The in d u stry  h a s  a  considerable role in ru ra l 
developm ent a s  well a s  a  great source of cu ltu ra l pride an d  na tional identity.

However, the  industry  faces som e inheren t problem s, including globalization, 
the  high price of raw  m ateria ls, m arketing  issues, un fa ir com petition, m inim al 
p roduct diversification, disorganized a rtisan  agencies, and  the  lack of 
governm ent support.

Econom ic challenges an d  frayed m ainstream  m arket en th u s ia sm  have tucked  
the  handloom  weaving in d u stry  to the  shelves of vanish ing  Filipino trad itions 
an d  perh ap s to the  b rink  of extinction.

The P h il ip p in e  H a n d lo o m  W eaving In d u s try  D evelopm en t A ct seeks to 
revive the  trade  and  em pow er w eavers to be able to rise above the  com petitive 
global m arke t and  be able to grow their b u sin esses in a  self re lian t m atter. 
These goals can  be realized by creating  a  fram ew ork and  roadm ap th a t will 
synergize the  various schem es an d  program s of o ther departm en ts and  
agencies to optimize resource utilizations th a t aid the  livelihood of the  
handloom  weaving industry . This will give the  weavers, a rtisa n s  th a t safeguard 
the  n a tio n ’s cu ltu ra l heritage, a  be tter quality  of life.

The Philippine Handloom  Weaving Industry  Developm ent Act will preserve and  
fu rth er develop th is  century-old  trad ition . This in d u stry  can  only flourish w hen 
there  is guaran teed  concrete and  long-term  econom ic benefits for the  weavers 
an d  the ir families.

T h is  b ill p ro p o se s  th e  follow ing:

1. The passage of the  Philippine Handloom  Weaving Industry  Developm ent Act 
will prom ote local trade, celebrate Filipino cu ltu re , an d  give w eavers econom ic 
and  financial viability.








