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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR URBAN AND COUNTRYSIDE GREENING IN THE 
PHILIPPINES THROUGH MANDATORY TREE PLANTING AND ADOPTION 
OF A FOREST SANCTUARY BY PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNDER THE 
DEPARTMENT O F EDUCATION

Explanatory  Note

The vital role of trees -  in the  m idst of recu rring  landslides, loss of soil cover, 
w ater deficiency in w atershed  areas , soil erosion, loss of biodiversity and  
essen tia l ecosystem s as well a s  globed w arm ing, am ong o thers -  is still no t 
given the  a tten tion , m uch  less th e  protection it rightly deserves from 
Governm ent.

D ata  from the  D epartm ent of E nvironm ent an d  N atural R esources (DENR) 
Forest M anagem ent B u reau  (FMB) an d  the  National M apping an d  R esources 
Inform ation A uthority (NAMRIA) show ed th a t of the  co u n try ’s to ta l land  a rea  of 
ab o u t 30 million hectares, o u r forest cover is only 7.2 million hectares. The 
ideal should  be a t least 12 million hec tares or 48%  of the  toted land  area.

This m easu re  seeks to em pow er th e  you th  as effective cata lysts for change, as 
well a s  th e  academ e a s  the  b est m edium  to d issem inate  inform ation, a s  they 
adop t or create  forest san c tu a rie s  or gardens bo th  in  u rb a n  a reas  a s  well a s  in 
th e  countryside. With m ore th a n  twelve m illion s tu d e n ts  in the  public school 
sector p lan ting  trees the  whole year round , the  coun try ’s forests can  surely  be 
revived in the  sh o rte s t tim e possible.

In light of the  foregoing considerations, th e  im m ediate passage  of th is  m easu re  
is sought.
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