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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE MANNER AND DATE OF ELECTION OF 
SECTORAL REPRESENTATIVES TO THE LOCAL SANGGUNIAN

Explanatory  Note

This bill seeks to provide the  enabling law for the  im plem entation  of the  
provision on local sectoral rep resen ta tion  a s  provided for u n d e r Republic Act 
No. 7160 otherw ise know s as the  “Local G overnm ent Code of 1991”.

The C onstitu tion  encourages non-governm ental, com m unity-based  or 
sectoral organizations th a t  prom ote the  welfare of the  na tion  (Article II, 
Section 23). It also respec ts the  role of independen t people’s organizations to 
enable th e  people to p u rsu e  an d  protect, w ithin  the  dem ocratic fram ework, 
th e ir legitim ate an d  collective in te res ts  an d  asp ira tions th rough  peaceful 
an d  lawful m eans. C onsisten t w ith these  S ta te  policies. Article X, Section 9 
provides th a t  legislative bodies of local governm ents shall have sectoral 
rep resen ta tion  as m ay be prescribed  by law, w hich essentially  provides a 
venue for com m unity-based  organizations to partic ipa te  in form al local 
governance processes.

Local sectoral rep resen ta tion  is an  im portan t step  tow ards advancing the  
decentralization  in the  Philippine governm ental system . D ecentralization, 
am ong o thers, seeks to bring the  governm ent closer to the  people, to m ake it 
m ore responsive to local needs, and  to h a rn e ss  the  partic ipation  of 
g rassroo ts com m unities in public policym aking. Participation of local 
sectoral g roups in th e  local legislative bodies will help en su re  th a t the  
in te res ts  of the  m arginalized sectors are  articu la ted  and  these  will allow 
them  to con tribu te  in  m aking decisions th a t  directly affect th e ir social, 
political and  econom ic concerns.

Section 41, par. C of R.A. No. 7160 sough t to p u rsu e  the  C onstitu tional 
provisions on local sectoral rep resen ta tion . This bill ad d resses  the  need for 
an  enabling law to allow broader rep resen ta tion  and  partic ipation  of 
com m unity-based  an d  people’s organizations in local governance.

In view of the  foregoing, the  im m ediate passage  of th is  bill is earnestly  
sought.
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