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E xplanatory  Note

O ur cu ltu re  is o u r story a s  a  nation . It is the  narra tive  th a t b inds Filipinos 
regardless of ethnicity , social class, or educational background  into a  com m on 
chronicle of trad ition , tria ls, and  trium ph .

According to the  United N ations E ducational, Scientific and  C ultu ral 
O rganization (UNESCO), there  are  two approaches for preserving cu ltu ra l 
heritage. The first app roach  is to record it in a  tangible form, docum enting  and  
pu tting  it in archives; the  o ther is preservation  th rough  living form to ensu re  
th a t it will be passed  on to the nex t generation a s  well a s  p racticed  in everyday 
life.

The UNESCO considers cu ltu ra l m apping a s  a  vital tool an d  technique in 
providing society an  overall fram ew ork in the  preservation  of its tangible and  
in tangible cu ltu ra l a sse ts . The docum enta tion  of these  cu ltu ra l e lem ents cover 
a  wide range of a re a s—built heritage su ch  a s  a rch itec tu re , tangible heritage 
su ch  a s  trad itional dwellings, in tangible heritages su ch  a s  indigenous skills, 
an d  n a tu ra l heritage. The fundam en ta l goal of cu ltu ra l m apping  is to educate  
and  help the  na tion  visualize its  rich  heritage while allowing for reflection of 
w hat it s ta n d  to lose a s  a  resu lt its collective apathy .

The Schools of Living T raditions (SLTs) w as estab lished  in response  to the 
approach  of preservation  of the  a r ts  th rough  living form with the  aim  of 
tran sm itting  indigenous skills an d  techn iques to the young. It hopes to create 
and  n u rtu re  the  ta len ts  of cu ltu re  sp ec ia lis t/m aste r to "continue w ith their 
own work, develop and  expand the  frontiers of th a t  work, an d  tra in  younger 
people to take their place in the  future."

The National Com m ission for C ultu re  and  the  Arts (NCCA) h a s  successfully  
in stitu ted  an d  m anaged the  growth of SLTs. In the  la s t fifteen years, the 
n u m b er of SLTs across the coun try  am ong different e thno-linguistic  g roups h as 
grown in num ber. The m ode of teach ing  of SLTs is u sua lly  non-form al, oral and  
th rough  practical dem onstra tions. The location of SLTs m ay be a s  sim ple as
















