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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F, Triltanes IV

AN ACT
REGULATING THE REGISTRATION, LICENSURE, AND PRACTICE OF 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR 
OTHER RELATED PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On June 21, 1969, Republic Act 5680, “An Act Creating the Board for Physical Therapists and 

Occupational Therapists” was approved. Unlike all other regulatory acts that enforce the laws on one 

profession. Republic Act 5680 was created to regulate two different allied health professions. Physical 

therapy and Occupational therapy. Since then, said act had never been amended to respond to current 
global trend and national development.

Physical therapy is a separate and distinct profession from Occupational Therapy by definition, scope 

of practice and educational requirements. Physical therapy has its own professional association, the 

Philippine Physical Therapy Association (PPTA) which is duly accredited by the Professional 

Regulation Commission (PRC) and duly-registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission 

(SEC). The association is well recognized as a member of the World Confederation of Physical 

Therapists and Asian Confederation for Physical Therapy. Likewise, Occupational Therapy has a 

separate and distinct professional association, the Occupational Therapy Association of the 

Philippines, Inc. (OTAP) which is duly accredited by the PRC and duly registered by the SEC, and 

well recognized and accepted as a member of the World Federation of Occupational Therapists 
(WFOT) since 1908.

In the event of the approval of the General Agreement of Trade in Services (GATS) and its 

implementation in the ASEAN region, in so far as the business service sector which includes 

professional services is concerned, the already marketable Filipino physical therapists and 

occupational therapists will be further catapulted to overseas employment. Global demand tempered 

by national and regional economic constraints, new immigration laws and international competition is 

fast requiring more quality in health care professionals, including physical therapists and occupational


























