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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” Trillanes IV

AN ACT
STRENGHTENING THE POLITICAL PARTY SYSTEM, APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

An issue paper released by the Friedrich Ebert Stifftung aptly enumerates the inherent flaws of the 
country’s political party system, to wit: the lack of accountability and transparency in party financing 
and expenditures; political tumcoatism; and patronage culture of political parties based on financial 
contributions. In furtherance of said observations, a separate study by the same Institute warns that: 
[I]f the political party system (mal-)functions in such a way, apathy, mistrust or even frustration 

among citizens may spread, thus endangering the gains of a democratization process. It is clear that 
this is a serious danger to a democratic system -  making it one of the major challenges of Philippine 
politics today. ”

Cognizant of the aforesaid political situation, this measure seeks to enhance the quality of our 
democratic system by reforming our current political party system.

This bill seeks to:

• Institutionalize and strengthen political parties in the country by introducing reforms in 
campaign financing and providing financial subsidies to political parties to augment their 
expenditures for campaign;

• Provide sanctions against any member of a national political party who changes party 
affiliation after being nominated by the political party otherwise known as political turncoats;

• Exempt voluntary contributions from any person, subject to a certain cap, from the payment 
of donor’s tax, and punish the giving of voluntary contributions beyond the allowable limits 
set by law;

• Create a State Subsidy Fund to augment the operating funds of accredited national parties.

It is hoped that the enactment of this measure shall institutionalize and strengthen political parties as 
vital pillars of the country's democratic system.

In view of the foregoing, passage of this measure is earnestly sought.

ANTON )ONNW’ F. TRILLANES IV
Senator




































