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AN ACT
CREATING THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, 
DEFINING ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES; 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 16 of the Constitution mandates the State to protect and advance the right 
of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of 
nature. While the State is pegged to its commitment, the existing laws related to 
environmental protection is somewhat inadequate in tenns of implementation and 
reinforcement strategies. This has been proven for numerous reports of illegal aetivities that 
degrade the environment and unfortunately leads to a rather destructive effect to human lives.

Years of neglect, haphazard policy-making, and weak local environmental management have 
taken a toll in the form of widespread environmental degradation and acute pollution 
problems. Coastal resources, especially coral reefs, mangroves, and sea-grasses face threats 
from coastal zone development, expanding aquaculture, and destruetive fishing. Fisheries 
catch per-unit-of-effort has been declining steadily due to overfishing in many areas. All of 
these environmental seenarios are affirmation of our weak reinforcement efforts to proteet the 
environment. Moreover, if we were to quantify the costs of environmental degradation, we 
may conclude that costs of destruction are high.

While long-term national commitment to environmental protection will greatly reverse 
degradation, it is also important to modernize monitoring, enforcement, and public disclosure 
to ensure compliance. Thus, we need a core of implementers who will ensure that our 
environmental laws are strictly complied with and who will give ‘hard fists’ on usual 
violators of these laws.

In view of the foregoing, the passage of this bill is earnestly sought for.
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