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AN ACT

PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF ARREARS IN THE VETERANS’ PENSIONS 
AND BENEFITS MANDATED PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7696, AS 
AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS AN ACT STANDARDIZING AND 
UPGRADING THE BENEFITS FOR MILITARY VETERANS AND THEIR 
DEPENDENTS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 1994, Republic Act No. 7696 entitled, "An Act Amending Certain Sections of Republic 
Act No. 6948, otherwise known as 'An Act Standardizing and Upgrading the Benefits for 
Military Veterans and their Dependents'," was enacted to provide comprehensive benefits to 
war veterans, military retirees and their surviving spouses and dependents. Through the years, 
however, the national government was not able to fulfill its commitment to pay such benefits 
due to lack of government appropriation since the law did not identify the source of funding 
for the said pension.

In 2010, the government finally appropriated an amount of P I70 million in the General 
Appropriations Act to settle the arrears to the veterans. However, said amount was not 
enough to cover the total government obligation which reached to P25 billion. The 
Department of National Defense and the Department of Budget and Management came out 
with a Joint Circular prioritizing the living and surviving World War II veterans in the 
payment of the said arrears. Therefore, a plan must be put in place in order to settle the 
remaining government obligations.

This bill, thus, seeks to utilize the proceeds from the development, lease, or other use of 
government properties for the payment of these arrears. In the process, the national 
government will accomplish its constitutional mandate of providing assistance to said 
beneficiaries without affecting the national budget.

In light of the foregoing, the urgent passage of this bill is earnestly requested.
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