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AN ACT
T O  EX PED ITE AND STR EA M LIN E T H E  A PPL IC A T IO N  PR O C ESS FO R  
SEC U R IN G  B U ILD IN G  PE R M IT S AND C E R T IFIC A T E S O F O CCU PA N CY , 
A M EN D IN G  FO R  T H E  PU R PO SE C ER TA IN  PR O V ISIO N S O F R EPU B LIC  A CT 
NO. 6541, O T H E R W ISE  KNOW N AS T H E  N A TIO N A L BU ILD IN G  C O D E O F T H E  
P H IL IPPIN E S

EX PLA NA TO RY  N O TE

Republic Act No. 65411 otherwise known as the National Building Code of the Philippines provides 
for all buildings and structures a framework of minimum standards and requirements by guiding, 
regulating, and controlling their location, siting, design, quality of materials, construction, use, 
occupancy, and maintenance, including their environment, utilities, fixtures, equipment, and 
mechanical electrical, and other systems and installations. This is in fulfillment of the State’s duty and 
responsibility to identify and oversee the methods and/or requirements for the safe construction of all 
buildings and structures in the country.

A building pennit is one basic requirement before one can start with the construction of a building or 
structure whether for residential, commercial or industrial use. On the other hand, a certificate of 
occupancy is a certification issued after construction and inspection of the building and/or structure, to 
attest to the fact that the same is built in accordance with approved standards and the same is ready 
and safe for occupancy already. It is well-known fact that perennial problems in the tedious and 
burdensome process of securing building pennits as well as certificates of occupancy have inevitably 
brought about undue delays and has fostered and allowed corruption to persist.

In order to rectify this unfortunate situation, this measure seeks to amend the existing national 
building code to make the process of securing building permits and certificates of occupancy more 
efficient and more predictable by putting in place stricter provisions on the time frame for processing 
and approval thereof and amending the appeals process as well as the imposition of penalties on 
erring officials.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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