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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A POLICY MECHANISM FOR THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF THE ISLAND OF BORACAY, MUNICIPALITY OF 
MALAY, PROVINCE OF AKLAN, DEFINING FOR THE PURPOSE THE MODE OF 
ACQUISITION FOR PARCELS OF LAND WITHIN THE ISLAND CLASSIFIED AS 
AGRICULTURAL LAND OPEN TO DISPOSITION UNDER PROCLAMATION NO. 
1064 AND PROVIDING ENVIRONMENTAL SAFEGUARDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Island of Boracay, with its pristine white sand beaches and turquoise waters, is 

undoubtedly one of the crown jewels of the Philippine tourism industry. Its beauty is 

comparable to the best beaches in the world and it continues to draw hundreds of thousands 

of local and foreign tourists alike year in and year out, bringing in tens of billions of pesos 

into the local economy. Yet all is not well in this island paradise.

Titling application has been a big issue on Boracay Island since Presidential Proclamation 

1801 was declared in 1978 and Philippine Tourism Authority Circular No. 3-82 was 

subsequently issued in opposition of the applications for confirmation of imperfect title or 

free patent on the Island. Consequently, Proclamation 1064 issued in 2006 classified 628.96 

hectares or 60.94 percent of Boracay as alienable and disposable, and the rest as forest land 

and protected areas. Througli such proclamation, the government has taken the step necessary 

to open up the island to private ownership.

The ruling of the Supreme Court is that there is nothing invalid or irregular, much less, 

unconstitutional, about the classification of Boracay Island made through Proclamation No. 

1064. And to protect the private investments in Boracay, the Philippine Congress has urged to 

enact a law to allow present occupants to acquire title to their occupied lots or to exempt 

them from certain requirements under the present land laws.


















