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AN ACT
GIVING TAX CREDIT TO PHYSICIANS RENDERING PRO BONO SERVICES TO 
POOR PATIENTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Constitution provides that the State shall protect and promote the right of the people to health 
and instill health consciousness among them. Further, the State shall also adopt an integrated and 
comprehensive approach to health development with the end view of making essential health 
services available to all the people at affordable cost, giving priority to the needs of the 
underprivileged, the sick, the elderly, the disabled and the women and children.

Unfortunately, many of our countrymen cannot afford the cost of seeking medication. Most 
choose spending for their basic necessities first over their health. Many seek medical attention 
after their condition has gone worse. Some, sadly, die without even seeking.

To make matters worse, some of the doctors in our country take up nursing courses to land a job 
as a nurse abroad since it promises a higher salary than the ones being offered domestically. This 
worsens the shortage of healthcare workers thus lessening the access of our poor countrymen to 
basic health care services. Thus, there is a need to give certain incentives to doctors to persuade 
them not to leave our country. This bill seeks to give tax credit to doctors who render pro bono 
services to indigents.

In view of the foregoing, immediate enactment of this measure is earnestly sought.
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