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AN ACT
CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF MARITIME AFFAIRS PROVIDING FUNDS 
THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

History has shown that the wealth and destinies of the world's greatest nations have been 
detennined and charted by the manner in which they conducted their maritime affairs. Our 
country is now at the crossroads of development and our maritime sector can rightfully claim 
that it has made a significant contribution towards achieving this feat. The Philippines is, 
after all, a maritime country. It is an archipelago of 7, 107 islands with a territorial sea that is 
both a sea chest of vast marine wealth and natural highway for the carriage of trade and 
commerce.

With the coming into force of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) in November 16, 1994, the Philippines has thereby gained an Exclusive 
Economic Zone totaling as much as 652,800 square nautical miles in area, with sovereign 
rights over the exploration and exploitation of all living and non-living resources found in the 
water column as well as in the seabed. Our fisheries sector employs around one million 
Filipinos and contributes much to GNP. Properly explored and exploited, our vast waters and 
continental shelf promise to provide even greater opportunities for livelihood for our people.

The Filipino people, scattered around these numerous islands, have since time immemorial 
depended on the sea for transportation. Shipping remains the most economical, most 
efficient, and most important means of interisland trasnsportation even in this age of great 
progress in air and land transportation.

Considering the relevance of a Department of Maritime Affairs to the development of the 
national patrimony and to the achievements of the country's long-tenn goal of self-reliance 
and economic self-sufficiency, the sponsor believes that the approval of this bill is of urgent 
priority.
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