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AN ACT
TO ENHANCE TRANSPARENCY AND ETHICS IN THE JUDICIARY BY 
ESTABLISHING AN OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE JUDICIAL 
BRANCH, DEFINING ITS POWERS AND FUNCTIONS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article VIII, Section 3 of the 1987 Constitution articulates that a member of the Judiciary 
must be a person of proven competence, integrity, probity, and independence. Furthermore, 
Article II Seetion 27 of the same provides that the State shall maintain honesty and integrity 
in the public service and take positive and effective measures against graft and corruption. 
However, recent surveys show the growing salience of members of the judiciary who 
circumvent the aforementioned law, thus, compromising the integrity and reputation of the 
country's judicial system.

Aceording to Transparency International's Bribe Payers Index 2008, companies' confidence 
in the judieial system in the Philippines is low due to allegations of graft and corruption, as 
well as incompetence within the judiciary. The US Department of State in 2012 also shares 
the same view, where many foreign investors cite the judieial system in the Philippines as 
insufficient and uncertain, due to corruption and understaffmg, significantly hindering 
investment. Further, bribery allegations reflected in different newspapers in the country in 
2009 involving the so called "Alabang Boys" wherein P50 Million in bribes were allegedly 
paid to prosecutors and' officials in the Department of Justice (DOJ) for the release of the 3 
drug suspects strengthens the above observations of corruption in the Judiciary.

There is therefore an exigency for the government to swiftly pursue appropriate judicial 
refomis, and mere out appropriate penalties against erring magistrates. "A perception of 
corruption within the judiciary undermines its ability to enforce and maintain the legitimaey 
of the rule of law, which subsequently undermines the stability and effectiveness of the 
government and prevents economie development of the State.

In this light, this measure seeks to establish meehanisms for the detection and prevention of 
(1) inappropriate judicial conduct, (2) illegal activity, (3) actions that undennine the judicial 
machinery, and (4) violations of the Code of Ethies. This measure shall create an Offiee of 
the Inspector General and shall require the Offiee to: (I) conduct investigations of alleged












