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AN ACT
ENSURING THE WELFARE AND PROTECTION OF MINORS AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 13 and Article XIV, Section 3 (2) of the 1987 Constitution both provide for 
the protection and development of the youth. However, it has been evident that there has been 
nationwide rise of drop-outs and the slump of children's school participation and cohort 
survival. In fact, according to the government education agency, secondary level dropout rate, 
ranged from 7.45 percent in school year 2007-2008 to 7.82 percent in school year 2011-2012, 
while the elementary level drop-out rate ranged from 6.38% in school year 2011-2012 to 
6.81% in school year 2012-2013.

It could not be concealed that the frequent habit of cutting classes or the act of skipping 
classes due to peer pressure, or an act of juvenile rebellion has often resulted to the formation 
of illiterate drop-outs who resort to deviant behaviors such as stealing, gang wars, drug 
addiction, teenage pregnancy, vandalism, and other crimes against persons, property and even 
the state.

The development of our young people is in jeopardy because of various influences and 
activities that destroy their lives and future, causing them to become illiterate and 
irresponsible drop-outs who resort to deviant behaviors and rebellion against established 
institutions and authorities.

Given this situation, a legislation that will ensure the promotion of general welfare of the 
youth and their protection from acts, conditions, or influences that are prejudicial to their 
development is therefore deemed necessary.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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