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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE FUNCTIONAL AND STRUCTURAL ORGANIZATION 
OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution envisaged the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) to exist as an 
"independent office". This is indeed necessary if the Commission is to ensure that the State 
performs its duty to respect, protect and uphold the rights of our people.

However, the Commission is usually unable to address the protection of human rights due to 
its failure to prosecute reported cases of human rights violations. This can be attributed to the 
fact that it is tied up by existing law that provides the CHR only investigative and advocacy 
powers.

Recognizing the need for an effective and speedy resolution of all human rights cases filed 
with the CHR, this bill seeks to strengthen the Commission by providing an effective and 
expanded structural and functional organization to meet the demands of human rights cases 
here and abroad. It is hoped that the Commission will be able to efficiently respond to the 
victims of human rights violations and the general public through providing it with 
prosecutorial powers over delineated forms of human rights violations.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly requested.
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