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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F, Trillanes IV

AN ACT
INCREASING THE PENALTIES IMPOSED AGAINST CONTRACTORS AND 
SUBCONTRACTORS WHO VIOLATE ANY MATERIAL PROVISION OF 
CONTRACTS INVOLVING PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO ALLOW SUCH VIOLATIONS, 
AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1759

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Infrastructure development plays a vital role in shaping our country's economy. Improved 
infrastructure in the country would help us attract more investors to invest in our country 
which would then lead to a more productive and prosperous economy. Annually, the 
government allocates a substantial portion of its monetary fund to public works projects. 
However, the huge amount of money earmarked for the same are often vulnerable to 
anomalous acts, such as substandard work and the use of substandard materials.

Presidential Decree 1759 was signed in 1981 to prevent construction of public facilities that 
are substandard, as well as the use of materials that have poor quality. PD 1759 also imposes 
sanctions on violations of its provisions.

This bill seeks to strengthen PD 1759 by increasing the penal sanctions on the violations of 
the provision of this law from a minimum imprisonment of twelve (12) years to twenty (20) 
years. It also includes the use of premature deterioration of public works structure as prima 
facie evidence in determining the violation of the provisions of this law.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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