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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 53, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
"AN ACT TO EXEMPT THE PUBLISHER, EDITOR OR REPORTER OF ANY 
PUBLICATION FROM REVEALING THE SOURCE OF PUBLISHED NEWS OR 
INFORMATION OBTAINED IN CONFIDENCE BY INCLUDING WITHIN ITS 
COVERAGE JOURNALISTS FROM BROADCAST, NEWS AGENCIES AND 
INTERNET PUBLICATIONS"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Under Republic Act No. 53, members of the press (i.e., print media) enjoy protection from 
being compelled to reveal their sources except in cases involving national security, as 
detennined by the courts or any Committee of the Senate or the House of Representatives.

Because of advances in broadcast and communications technology, there is no doubt that 
members of the broadcast media (i.e., radio and television reporters, commentators, talk show 
hosts, internet reporters, bloggers, etc.), now play an equally important role in the 
dissemination of news and as well as in shaping public opinion and public policy, not to 
mention in exposing corruption and anomalies in government.

Hence, it is imperative that the protection enjoyed by members of the print media be extended 
also to broadcast media practitioners.

In view of the foregoing, approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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