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AN ACT
PROHIBITING COURT ORDERS, WRITS AND INJUNCTIONS WHICH PREVENT 
MEDIA REPORTS AND COMMENTARIES ON, OR PUBLICATION OF, 
PROCEEDINGS SUB JUDICE, EXCEPT UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Referring to any matter that is presently under judicial consideration, sub judice rule 

embodies the struggle between the competing interests of free press on the one hand and the 

independence of the judiciary on the other. This indicates that any question related to the 

facts and issues involved in a case being heard or tried before a court is deemed sub judice. 

This is aimed at protecting the independence and integrity of judicial proceedings from too 

much exposure to public attention, harassment, opinion and biased information which the 

media are able to provide1.

In the Philippines, to prohibit the press and other media from reporting, commenting on, or 

publishing events surrounding a trial, courts invoke the sub judice rule. This rule has 

endeared itself as a reasonable restriction on the constitutional guarantees of free press and of 

the people's right to petition and information on matters of public concern.

The sub judice rule in the United States also used to be seen as a reasonable restriction on the 

freedom of the press. However, at present, most of their Supreme Court decisions regard this 

rule as an unconstitutional impairment of press freedom.

This trend only shows that freedom of speech is still given much importance, and that 

constitutional guarantees of free press and right to information, in spite of everything, is 

substantially looked upon.

1 Data retrieved at http://www.sunstar.com.phldavao/carrillo-media-and-sub-iudice-rule on 28 January 2009

http://www.sunstar.com.phldavao/carrillo-media-and-sub-iudice-rule







