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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE CHILDREN'S CANCER HOSPITAL OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II Section 13 of the 1987 Constitution declares that the State recognizes the vital role 

of the youth in nation-building and shall promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, 

intellectual and social well-being. Moreover, Section 15 of the same article affirms that the 

State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health 

consciousness among them. Notwithstanding such policy assertions, government efforts 

remain inadequate, in light of the soaring statistics of children afflicted with and dying of 
cancer, to wit:

3, 000 to 3,500 children are diagnosed with cancer often at an advanced stage every 

year. Late diagnosis is a major problem with parents and local doctors unaware of 
the early signs of childhood cancer.

Around 80% of children fail to complete the full course of treatment. It can be 

assumed that those who abandon treatment eventually die since cancer is ultimately 
fatal if not treated.

Metro Manila cancer registry records in three hospitals show that eight kids/one 

every three hours, die everyday. Many more cases and deaths remain unreported.* * 3 

In developed countries, childhood cancer survival rate is as high as ninety five 

percent (95%). In the Philippines, sadly, it is only ten to thirty percent (10-30%). Of 

the ten (10) who are diagnosed, only two or three will most likely survive. They die 

because they are poor, unable to afford the high costs of medication and treatment.

It is against this alarming and bleak backdrop that this bill seeks to establish a government 

hospital especially committed to the treatment and care of indigent Filipino children suffering
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