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AN ACT
TO ESTABLISH AN INFANT MORTALITY PROGRAM TO REDUCE THE RATE 
OF INFANT MORTALITY IN THE COUNTRY PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

One of the most important indicators of development is the survival of children beyond the 
years that they are most likely to succumb to disease and illness. Proper interventions 
introduced by the government, if implemented well, may reduce a large fraction of childhood 
deaths.

The Philippines has achieved modest gains in reducing infant mortality. In 2013, it was 
recorded that 18.19 deaths occurred per 1,000 live births in the country. In 2014, it was 
reduced to 21.45 per 1,000 live births. Although the country was able to reduce infant 
mortality, it was able to do so at a very slow pace.

This bill seeks to rapidly decrease the incidence of infant mortality in the country by 
requiring the Department of Health (DOH), the local government, state universities and 
colleges, and civil society to work together in determining certain criteria in fighting infant 
mortality.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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