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AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION, STOCKPILING, USE OF 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND PROVIDING FOR THEIR DESTRUCTION AND 
PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Chemical weapons are lethal misapplications of scientific endeavour and scarce 
resources, and the use thereof constitutes a crime against humanity. In the past, these 
instruments of nations’ arsenals have produced devastating and indiscriminate casualties 
among warring states. In the modem society, their use, especially by non-state actors such as 
terrorists, is of deepening concern among political leaders. This time, terrorists, not rogue 
nations, pose as a greater chemical weapon threat. The accessibility, proven attack method, 
and the added value of the psychological impact of chemical weapons on societies and 
governments make their use desirable in the eyes of terrorists. This is tme among extremists 
motivated by ideology and groups who simply intend to sow fear for the purpose of causing 
significant social and economic dismption.

Hence, the adoption of a Chemical Weapons Convention to provide the legal 
framework for defending society against chemical terrorism, for maintaining the peaceful and 
meaningful utilization of chemistry, and for creating a treaty regime ensuring that 
governments from different states fulfil the national obligation of implementing chemical 
disarmament and non-proliferation.

After 12 years of negotiations, the Chemical Weapons Convention was adopted by the 
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva on 3 September 1992, opened for signature in Paris 
on 13 January 1993, and entered into force on 29 April 1997 to outlaw the production, 
stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons. The Convention is the first disarmament 
agreement negotiated within a multilateral framework that provides for the elimination of an 
entire category of weapons of mass destruction under universally applied international 
control.1 The Convention establishes an international norm against the development of 
chemical weapons for all time, and provides the legal and political basis for firm action 
against those who violate its rules.2

1 Information retrieved from littD;//www.un.org/disarmament/WMD/Chemical/on 8/16/2013.
2 Secretary General Kofi Annan's Opening Remarks to Conference of Parties to Convention at The Hague. Information retrieved from 
hUP://vmw.mi.org/disarmament/WMD/Chemical/pdf/SGSM6232.pdfon 8/16/2013.
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