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AN ACT
PROMOTING AND PERMITING THE USE OF WASTE-TO-ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGY, AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 
8749, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE CLEAN AIR ACT OF 1999

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Waste management has become an issue and has posed serious problems in the country. 
Evidently, we need an approach that can deal with the worsening problem of waste disposal, 
which at the same time, can also contribute to the conservation of the environment. This does 
not only mean that waste must be properly disposed of; but this also requires that waste 
should be disposed of in a manner such that it would not become a significant environmental 
burden.

Existing technology permits the incineration of waste as a mode of waste disposal while at 
the same time, generating much needed electric power. Although there are serious 
environmental concerns about incineration, advances in emission control designs, along with 
strict standards and monitoring system, have caused large reduction of pollution in the 
atmosphere. In Japan, concerns over the health effects of Dioxin and furan emissions from 
incinerators have been proven to be significantly lessened by advances in emission control 
designs and very stringent new governmental regulations that have resulted in large 
reductions in the amount of dioxins and flirans emissions.

Incineration reduces the volume of waste very effectively and destroys disease-causing 
bacteria. This is suitable for use in the country since it is difficult to secure final disposal sites 
due to our becoming limited land space. It is estimated that when incinerated, waste shall be 
reduced to approximately one-tenth of its weight and one-twentieth of its volume. More 
importantly, incinerators can be used for generating electricity or to provide energy in other 
forms such as generating steam for heating. Such a use is known as waste-to-energy (WTE) 
or energy recovery.

This bill aims to amend Republic Act No. 8749, otherwise known as the “Clean Air Act of 
1999”, by repealing the original Section 20 thereof and revising the same to take advantage, 
promote and/or permit the use of recent advances in waste-to-energy (WTE) technology. 
Through incineration, the most common waste-to-energy implementation, this bill intends to 
promote WTE technology.






























