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AN ACT
INTEGRATING ALL THE NATIONAL, PROVINCIAL, SUB-PROVINCIAL, CITY, 
AND MUNICIPAL JAILS, PLACING FOR THE PURPOSE THE BUREAU OF 
CORRECTIONS, PROVINCIAL/SUB-PROVINCIAL JAILS AND THE BUREAU OF 
JAIL MANAGEMENT AND PENOLOGY UNDER A NEW BUREAU TO BE 
CALLED THE BUREAU OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES, APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article III, Section 19 of the Constitution provides for the proper protection of any prisoner 
or detainee against the employment of physical, psychological, or degrading punishment or 
the use of substandard and inadequate penal facilities under subhuman conditions. Towards 
this end, professionalism in the rehabilitation and treatment of prisoners, as well as other 
problems faced by local jails and national prisons, should be sufficiently dealt with.

Throughout the country, the problem of congestion in jail facilities consequently causes jail 
disturbance, escapes, substandard living conditions, poor sanitation and hygiene-related 
diseases as the number of inmates in jails continue to increase. For this reason, an integrated 
prison and jail system is considered necessary to improve correctional services and solve the 
jail congestion problem nationwide.

This proposed bill gives way to an integrated prison and jail system that particularly aims to:

1.

2.

3.

Enhance coordination and harmonious relationship among personnel of the national, 
provincial, sub-provincial, district, city, and municipal jails;
Avoid fraternization between jail personnel and prisoners through reshuffling of 
personnel from one jail to another; and
Immediately respond to the logistical needs of each jail by easily adjusting the 
expenses of every jail depending upon the number of its prisoner at a given time.

This bill further seeks to improve the existing penal system in the Philippines by abolishing 
the Bureau of Corrections, Bureau of Jail Management and Penology, and the provincial jail 
services being maintained by the provincial governments. In lieu thereof, a coordinated, 
highly-efficient and competent corrections bureau, to be known as the Bureau of Correctional 
Services, will be established.

This bureau will be responsible for the proper custody and rehabilitation of the inmates in the 
national prisons, as well as in the provincial, sub-provincial, district, city, and municipal jails 
in the country.












