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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE FORENSIC SCIENCE INSTITUTE IN THE UNIVERSITY 
OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM, DEFINING ITS FUNCTIONS AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIV Section 2 of the 1987 Constitution provides that science and technology are 
essential for national development and progress. The state shall give priority to research and 
development, invention, innovation, and their utilization; and to science and technology 
education, training, and services. It shall support indigenous, appropriate, and self-reliant 
scientific and technological capabilities, and their application to the country's productive 
systems and national life. In furtherance of this policy, this measure seeks to establish a 
Forensic Science Institute in the University of the Philippines, the first in the country.

Science has been reaching out aggressively to the legal system through a number of 
innovative forensic applications now being introduced in the country, such as DNA testing. 
Inasmuch as it is the responsibility of the courts to search for truth, when that process can be 
aided by forensie science that yields reliable results, the interests of the justice system and 
society are served. However, forensic science is relatively new in the country. Forensic 
laboratory caseloads exceed the growth of qualified forensic scientists who are adequately 
prepared to handle the analysis of evidence.

It is in this light that this measure seeks to establish a Forensic Science Institute in the 
University of the Philippines. The University's impeccable reputation of integrity and 
independence in its commitment to the truth and the highest standards of academic and 
professional excellence place it in a leadership role in this endeavor. It is hoped that the 
passage of this bill shall address the scarcity of forensic pathologists in the country, promote 
research and development in forensic science, strengthen and improve the administration of 
justice by educating and training forensic scientists, forensic pathologists, law enforcement 
and legal and medical professionals.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.

ANTONIO “SONNY” F. TRILLANES IV
Senator






