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AN ACT
AMENDING SECTION 4 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7309 ENTITLED, “AN ACT 
CREATING A BOARD OF CLAIMS UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FOR VICTIMS OF UNJUST IMPRISONMENT OR DETENTION AND VICTIMS OF 
VIOLENT CRIMES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution states that, "No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law, or shall any person be denied the equal protection of the laws." 
Indeed, the right to be free is one of the most treasured right a human being can possess.

However, several instances prove that the right of liberty of every person in our country is not 
guaranteed at all times. In most cases, the poor and those who belong to marginalized sectors 
have been the ones accused and deprived of their freedom owing to the lack of due process of 
law. Undeniably, there have been a number of circumstances where these accused persons - 
who have been suffering in jails for numerous years, instead of spending the productive years 
of their lives in liberty are later proved of their innocence.

Acknowledging the fact that nothing can pay damages to persons deprived of their liberty, 
this bill seeks to compensate wrongfully-detained persons: Provided, That compensations 
should be limited only to detainees who have been declared innocent in a full-blown trial on 
the merits and not as a result of mere desistance or failure to be prosecuted by the private 
complainant.

Realistically speaking, this measure does not pretend to compensate the sufferings, 
deprivations and trauma caused by a wrongful detention. Rather, this bill generally aims to 
correct an injustice brought about by a wrongful detention of a person by the State and its 
agents.

In view of foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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