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AN ACT
DEFINING THE OFFENSE OF RECKLESS DRIVING AND PROVIDING 
PENALTIES FOR THE COMMISSION THEREOF AND FOR OTHER RELATED 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Too many lives have been claimed and too many dreams have been extinguished already by 
reckless, senseless drivers, oftentimes driving hulking public utility buses (PUBs), container 
trucks, passenger vans, taxis and jeepneys, in wanton disregard of the safety and well-being 
of others on the road. It is time to hold these drivers accountable to their acts of putting the 
lives and limbs of fellow drivers, passengers and commuters in harm's way.

Likewise, the operators and/or owners of these offending vehicles have to be made directly 
responsible for any damages, prejudice and injuries which may be caused by their wayward 
drivers in order to compel them to exercise extraordinary diligence in the selection and 
supervision of said drivers.

To date, however, reckless driving has not been defined as a crime in the statute books but is 
only penalized as a quasi-offense under Article 365 of the Revised Penal Code as reckless 
imprudence resulting to homicide, physical injuries and damage to property.

This bill seeks to define reckless driving in itself as a criminal offense and to provide stiffer 
penalties for its commission. Likewise, the bill makes the owner and/or operator of the 
offending vehicle principally and directly liable for the damage, injury and/or prejudice 
resulting tfom the incident unless they can show that they exercised extra-ordinary diligence 
in the selection and supervision of their drivers.

If passed into law, it is hoped that this bill will work to deter this pernicious practice or at the 
very least, keep reckless drivers away from our thoroughfares.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is most earnestly requested.
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