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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING VETERANS MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTERS IN LUZON, 
VISAYAS AND MINDANAO

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XVI Section 7 of the 1987 Constitution expressly declares that the State shall provide 
immediate and adequate care, benetlts, and other forms of assistance to our veterans. With 
majority of them being elderly, sick, underprivileged, disabled, and poor, the Government 
should focus on programs directed to improving their health conditions.

The Veterans Memorial Medical Center was constnjeted by virtue of United States (US) 
Public Law 865 of July 1, 1948, as gift of the US to the Filipino people. It was further 
mandated to be the primary medical facility for the hospitalization and medieal care of 
veterans and their dependents, pursuant to the aforementioned Constitutional provision.

Nevertheless, sueh hereulean undertaking cannot be accomplished by a single hospital, which 
serves the needs of tens of thousands of Filipino veterans all over the eountry. It is therefore 
imperative that we honor and pay tribute to the sacrifiees of our veterans and their dependents 
by affording them adequate, accessible and quality medieal treatment. Hence, the 
establishment of additional Veterans Memorial Medical Centers in Luzon, Visayas and 
Mindanao is imperative.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this measure is earnestly sought.
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