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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The failure to proteet the forest lands and forest resources from timber companies' 
obliteration has been leading to the denudation of our forests and the consequent suffering of 
the entire country caused by natural disasters. This scenario demonstrates a serious problem 
related to public goods.

As a response to the problem of denuded forests, the total log ban has been advocated. 
However, a total log ban is clearly not an optimum nor an effective response because it does 
not provide sufficient incentives that are consistent with the preservation of forest resources.

This bill proposes a system of private land forestry, defining special agricultural lands and 
permanent agro-forestry zones, and vesting in private individuals the property rights to such 
lands. Private individuals exercising limited property rights over these lands under the 
supervision of local government units (LGUs) will constitute the more effective enforcers of 
practices that will contribute towards the renewal and preservation of our forest lands and 
resources.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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