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AN ACT
TO PROMOTE DONATIONS, IN GOOD FAITH, OF MEDICINES, FOOD 
PRODUCTS OR SUPPLIES BY ESTABLISHMENTS AND OTHER ENTITIES, 
INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS, BY EXEMPTING THEM FROM ANY FORM OF 
LIABILITY ARISING THEREFROM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

It has been a nonnal practice in the food industry to be strict in the disposal of their excess 
productions. In the fast food chain, the allowable shelf life of their food merchandise before 
the same is thrown in the garbage bag, averages between ten (10) to fifteen (15) minutes. This 
is in spite of the very fact that it can still last and be safe for human consumption in the 
following day. Shelf life of food sold in the fast food only guarantees the peak level of its 
freshness while the food is actually far from spoilage.

However, due to fear of causing undue injury or harm to others and consequently facing legal 
actions due to food poisoning and other related health hazards, it has become a norm in the 
industry to throwaway excess food products instead of giving it away even for their own 
employees to take home. Considering that there are thousands of restaurants, fast food chains, 
bakeries, markets, hotels and similar establishments all over the country who are constantly 
disposing of their daily excesses, it can be accurately said that we are practically throwing 
away tons of food enough to feed millions of people suffering from and dying of starvation.

Seventy percent (70%) of the country's population is under the poverty level. This alone 
indicates that millions of Filipinos are miserably scrounging for food anywhere just to 
survive. Consequently, this state of starvation and undernourishment makes the populace 
unhealthy; thus, the government needs all the support it can get to protect its citizenry from 
the devastating effect of disease caused by malnourishment.

The same is true with pharmaceutical products. Expiration date stamped on medicines is 
usually over-stated and inaccurate. It has been claimed by most medical practitioners that the 
same still has three (3) months grace period before the medical product can be considered 
ineffective, and yet drug stores already dispose of these expired products even before the said 
grace period.








