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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL CANCER CENTER TO BE KNOWN AS THE 
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL CANCER CENTER AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFORE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the country, cancer ranks as the third leading cause of mortality, claiming 103 lives a day 
or four persons every hour. The estimated incidence rate is 189 persons per 100,000 
Filipinos. Despite this fact, there is no specialized care for all cancer sites in the Philippines.

Although there are several specialized hospitals with complete facilities for cancer patients, 
the same are concentrated or centralized in Metro Manila, primarily catering the needs of 
cancer patients in the National Capital Region, which is one of the areas with the highest 
cases of cancer. However, the cancer incidents arc not only prevalent in NCR. Admittedly, 
many regions in the country do not have cancer hospitals with sufficient equipment and 
facilities to cater the needs of patients suffering from cancer.

The establishment and maintenance of the cancer center would primarily benefit the people 
suffering from cancer, and would further enhance the noble undertaking of research in 
cancer, provide a state of the art training of medical and technical personnel and render 
specialized medical services for the prevention, control and treatment of cancer.

Thus, this bill seeks to establish a national cancer center in the Province of Pampanga to be 
known as Philippine National Cancer Center. It is imperative to decentralize the hospitals 
providing services to patients particularly in regions outside Metro Manila. The province of 
Pampanga is accessible to the patients from other areas with high prevalence of cancer 
incidents. It is strategically located to provide services and address the cancer cases in the 
regions with the highest reported cases particularly in Region 3.

In light of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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