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AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING THE YOUNG FARMERS' PROGRAM, PROVIDING FUNDS 
THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Being an agricultural country, it is sad to note that the Philippines' agriculture and fisheries 
sector are among those which have been most neglected. We still import most o f our food 
requirements because we are unable to raise enough food for our people. As a result there is very 
little investment in the agricultural and fisheries sectors. For every peso loan extended in the 
country, only a centavo goes to agriculture. To make matters worse, the Filipino farmers have 
grown old. At 67 years, they are older than all of their Asian counterparts and produce less than 
the Vietnamese, Thai, and Chinese farmers.

The current situation in the agriculture and fisheries sector has likewise affected our young 
graduates. More agriculture and fisheries graduates choose to concentrate on other fields. They 
would rather go to the cities or go abroad to work as domestic helpers or caregivers after four (4) 
years of college. But they cannot be blamed for this because aside from an educational system 
that promotes employment rather than entrepreneurship, they find little or no prospects in 
agriculture or fisheries.

Therefore, this bill aims to further strengthen the active participation of the Filipino youth in 
agricultural productivity by institutionalizing the Young Farmers Program (YFP). The YFP 
intends to equip the youth with the necessary technical and entrepreneurial skills, to provide 
them production and marketing support, and to aid them in capital formation with the hope that 
they may contribute to food security, generate employment in the countryside and energize the 
agri-fisheries sector to meet the challenges of globalization.

This proposed legislative measure further intends to effectively instill to the Filipino youth the 
needed dedication and commitment to be effective partners in nation-building in order to attain










