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AN ACT
TO RESTORE THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD (PCG) OF ITS AUTHORITY 
AND RESPONSIBILITY TO PERFORM SHIP SAFETY INSPECTION SERVICES 
AND CARRY OUT OTHER SHIP SAFETY ENFORCEMENT FUNCTIONS, 
AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 9993, 
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Various factors can provide explanation why accidents at sea are common in the Philippines. 
Apart from storms and typhoons, negligence and unsafe state of passenger vessels play 
crucial role in these accidents.

According to government records, the country has a very poor maritime safety record with an 
average of more than 200 accidents every year. Sea accidents in the past have been blamed 
specifically on overloading and poor maintenance of ships or ferries, lack of warning about 
bad weather and ship's crew incompetence.

In the country, under Republic Act No. 5173, the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) was created 
and mandated particularly to inspect and approve vessels for operation, and enforce 
provisions for the safety of life and property on vessels. The Domestic Shipping 
Development Act of 2004 (R.A. 9295) however, provided for the complete transfer of these 
functions to the Maritime Industry Authority (MARfNA).

Although the recently passed Philippine Coast Guard Law of 2009 or Republic Act No. 9993 
gave the PCG the authority to conduct inspections on all merchant ships and vessels to ensure 
compliance with ship safety standards, the said law did not provide for clear-cut provisions 
regarding ship safety inspection services and penalties concerning the same.

This bill puts the maritime safety administration in the right perspective by giving the 
responsibility of ship safety inspection solely to the PCG, with the end in view of preventing 
the loss of thousands of lives and property caused by sea accidents every year, and putting a 
halt on the blaming game among government agencies.

In view of the foregoing, approval of this bill is highly recommended.
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