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AN ACT
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The Constitution recognizes the vital role of communication and infqmiation in nation­
building. Public infonnation inevitably creates awareness of significant i<isues and can also be 
a mechanism for the transparency of policies and programs of the government if used 
effectively. Being a critical part of democracy, it can only be efficiently channeled through a 
truly independent media.

In our country, media has been undeniably dominated by commercial or privately-owned 
companies that depend on advertising to be able to sustain itself. Consequently, tbe growth 
and the independence of our journalists are encumbered by practices and schemes that are 
primarily dictated by the economic interests of their proprietors or advertisers. The existing 
public broadcast system, on the other hand, does not enjoy the trust of the people as it is 
perceived as a propaganda vehicle of the incumbent administrations and hence, is deemed 
inutile in the effective delivery of broadcasting as a public good. Thus, important concepts of 
transparency and accountability are unquestionably compromised by the situation.

Recognizing the need to assert the idea of highest journalistic standards and the preservation 
of press freedom, this bill aims to establish a public service broadcasting system which shall 
function wholly independent of the governmental and commercial influences and free from 
political or other bias or interference. Through this measure, the Public Service Broadcast 
System (PSBS) shall be independent in all matters concerning the content of its output, the 
times and manner in which this is supplied, and in the management of its affairs. Moreover, 
this bill grants fiscal autonomy to the PSBS such that appropriations for the PSBS may not be 
reduced by the Legislature below the amount appropriated for the previous year, and after 
approval shall be automatically and regularly released. Further, this bill creates a Board of 
Directors whose membership is not appointed by the President. With the aforementioned 
provisions, this measure seeks to create a healthy distance between the media and the 
potential meddling ann of the State and commercial private interests. Of twin importance is 
the measure's provision of general program standards. Broadcasters must ensure that due 
impartiality and truthfulness are observed in news and other issues of public importance.

This bill, in essence, seeks to promote high quality public service broadcasting, the free flow 
of information in the public interest, and the responsible exercise of journalism through a






















