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AN ACT
REQUIRING ALL GRADUATING ELEMENTARY, HIGH SCHOOL AND 
COLLEGE STUDENTS TO PLANT AT LEAST TEN (10) TREES EACH AS A 
PREREQUISITE FOR GRADUATION AND FOR OTHER RELATED PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In the 1993 case of Oposa v. Factoran1 the Supreme Court recognized the concept of 
intergenerational equity, upholding the rights of minors to sue for the judicious management 
of our country's forests and the necessity of maintaining a sound ecological balance, and 
protecting and enhancing the quality of the environment in accordance with Sections 15 and 
16, Article II of the 1987 Constitution.

Recognizing that a system of inter-generational equity involving both rights and 
responsibilities may be substantially more effective in achieving the twin goals of 
environment protection and sustainable development, this bill seeks to impose a positive duty 
upon all graduating elementary, high school and college students to plant at least ten (10) 
trees as a prerequisite for graduation. These trees shall be their legacy to the environment and 
to future generations.

Indeed, while we recognize the right of the youth to a balance and healthful ecology, as 
proclaimed in the 1987 Constitution, there is no reason why they cannot be made to 
contribute in order to ensure that this would be an actual reality.

With over twelve (12) million students graduating from elementary, nearly five (5) million 
students graduating from high school2 and almost Five Hundred Thousand (500,000)3 
graduating from college each year, this initiative, if properly implemented, will ensure that at 
least 175 million new trees would be planted each year. In the course of one generation,4 no 
less than 525 billion trees can be planted under this initiative. Even with a survival rate of ten 
percent (10%), this would mean an additional 525 million trees would be available for the 
youth to enjoy, when they assume the mantle of leadership in the future.

1 Oposa v. Factoran, Q,R. No. 101083 promulgated on 30 July 1993 (En Banc).
2 Basic Education Information System - Data Bulletin. Previous School Year Promotees and Graduates in 
Government Elementary and Secondary Schools by Year Grade Level and by Sex, School Year 2010-2011, 
information retrieved from Research & Statistics Division Office of Planning Service, Department of Education 
all 20 March 2012.
■' 2009 Data. Information retrieved from Commission Higher Education on 20 March 20 12.
4 Computed at thirty (30) years.
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