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AN ACT
TO ESTABLISH THE NATIONAL RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
EXTENSION CENTER FOR BANANA, AUTHORIZING THE APPROPRIATION 
OF FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Banana and plantains are grown in every humid tropical region. Being the fourth (4th) largest 
food crop, this fruit constitutes a vital role for the household food security and is the mainstay 
in the crop production of one hundred thirty (130) developing economies particularly for 
small and marginalized farmers worldwide.

In the country, banana is an important dollar-eaming export crop. The Philippines has the 
biggest hectarage of banana plantations (about 339,196 hectares) in the Asian region, 80% of 
which are owned by small farmers. In tenns of trade, the country is the fifth largest exporter 
of banana with 1.1 million metric tons total export yearly. It is the only Asian country among 
the world's top 10 banana suppliers and dominates tbe Japanese market.1 The Philippines 
contributed almost 10% of the world supply in years 1996-2005. Two-thirds of the bananas 
exported are grown in Mindanao Island. The country is also the main world exporter of 
banana chips and the demand is increasing. Chips are exported to 30 countries with US and 
EU being the major importers.2

In view of the foregoing, the early passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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BAR, UNDP link up to preserve Philippine endemic crops. Information retrieved from
http://www.bar.gov.ph/chronicle-home/archives-li.st/383-march-2005-issue/2741-bar-undp-link-up-to-pre.serve- 
philippine-endemic-crops on 6/25/2013.
■ Banana: Postharvest Situationer. Information retrieved from
http://www.philmech.gov.ph/phindustry/banana/htmon6/25/2013.
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