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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION AND DISPOSAL OF BIO-MEDICAL 
WASTES, DECLARING CERTAIN ACTS UNLAWFUL, PRESCRIBING 
PENALTIES THERETO, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 Constitution provides that, “The State shall protect and advance the riglit of the 
people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and hannony of nature, 
and shall protect and promote the right to health of the people, and instill health 
consciousness among the public.” Environmental awareness in the Philippines has increased 
in the past few years. However, awareness on the dangers posed by medical waste has not 
been given the attention it deserves.

The facts on medical waste are chilling. About 40 tons of medical waste is generated per day 
in Metro Manila. 92% of tbe 64 government and private hospitals surveyed by the 
Presidential Task Force on Waste Management dispose of their general wastes through the 
city or municipal refuse disposal system. Only 9.4% of the hospitals surveyed incinerate 
pathological wastes and only 7.8% incinerate infectious waste. Radioactive waste are stored 
and allowed to decay by most of the hospitals surveyed. Chemical watts are disposed of into 
sinks or water closets or through hospital septic tanks and sewer lines.

The dangers posed to our people's health and environment by the unregulated management of 
medical waste is a real and ever present threat. Hospital incinerators can emit more dioxin 
and other hazardous pollutants than any other type of incinerator because of the type of waste 
they treat. Landfills, garbage dumps, and open pits attract scavengers, and medical wastes 
like syringes carelessly dumped therein can prick anyone of those scavengers. This could 
easily hasten the spread of the much dreaded AIDS disease, as well as other communicable 
diseases.

This bill seeks to regulate medical wastes by empowering the Secretary of Health to establish 
acceptable standards for its management and disposal. It likewise strengthens the ability of 
the Department of Health in dealing with the issue of medical waste management, and 
imposes stiff penalties for the mindless disposal of dangerous medical waste.
















