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AN ACT
AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 8239, OTHERWISE 
KNOWN AS THE “ PHILIPPINE PASSPORT ACT OF 1996” AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A Philippine passport is an official document issued by the Philippine 
government to its citizens, requesting other governments to allow its citizens to 
pass safely and freely, and in case of need, to give its citizens lawful aid and 
protection. A passport gives the bearer the right to receive the protection and 
assistance of the diplomatic and consuiar officer of the Republic of the 
Phiiippines abroad.

Repubiic Act No. 8239, otherwise known as the Philippine Passport Act of 
1996, was enacted pursuant to the people’s constitutional right to travel. 
However, at present, the validity of a regular Philippine passport is only five (5) 
years. In order to ease the process of getting a passport, this bill seeks to 
lengthen its validity from five (5) years to ten (10) years. Frequent traveiers like 
businessmen and Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) will not be burdened with 
renewing their passports every five (5) years. The tedious renewai invoiving long 
cues and loss of valuable time. The processing time usuaily takes between ten 
(10) to thirty (30) days, excluding the appointment period and payment of Nine 
Hundred Fifty Pesos (PhP 950.00) for normal processing or One Thousand Two 
Hundred Pesos (PhP 1,200.00) for express service.

It is important to note, however, that the validity of the passports of minors 
or those below 18 years old will remain to be five (5) years due to significant 
changes in their physical appearance which sbetfl^ be reflected in the 
identification page of their passports. y *
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