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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
GRANTING RETIREMENT, HEALTH CARE AND DEATH BENEFITS TO 
PROFESSIONAL FILIPINO ATHLETES WHO WIN WORLD CHAMPIOSHIP 
TITLES IN INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL SPORTS COMPETITIONS OR IN 
OTHER EQUALLY PRESTIGIOUS INTERNATIONAL GAMES AND PROVIDING 
FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to extend benefits and other privileges to our professional athletes who have 
brought honor and glory to the country by becoming world champions and/or winning 
international sports competitions.

Our professional athletes risk lives and limbs in order to give honor and glory to the 
motherland. They often forego employment opportunities to practice and perfect their craft in 
the hope that they can one day win that coveted Championship on international sports 
competition and make us proud to be Filipinos. When they win, they receive our praise, 
exultation and collective adulation at least while they remain champions and winners. When 
their reign is over, they often find themselves alone, abandoned and without any viable means 
to support themselves and their families.

The cases of former Filipino world boxing champions Rolando Navarette and Luisito 
Espinosa are cases in point. Navarette has been reduced to the life of a pauper; dependent on 
charitable gestures from his countrymen for his sustenance and for his medical expenses. 
Luisito Espinosa has been forced to continue fighting and to struggle financially so he could 
survive in a faraway land (the United States).

It is a sad reality but we often see Filipino world champions and sporting heroes suffer and 
even die penniless after their heydays. Clearly, something has to be done to help those who 
have brought us honor and glory to at least have a decent life after their glory days. 
Champions are champions. They deserve something better than a mere pat in the back or the 
short-lived adulation of his countrymen.

The prestige that boxing great Manny Pacquiao, our 8-Division World Champion has brought 
to the country in the international arena cannot be overemphasized. Undoubtedly, he has 
restored the Philippines in the world boxing map, earning the adulation and respect not only 
of his countrymen but of boxing aficionados and even ordinary folks the world over. We not 
only excel in boxing but in other sports as well Lydia de Vega, Elma Muros-Posadas, the












