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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF STALACTITES AND 
STALAGMITES, AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 
9072, OTHERW ISE KNOWN AS THE NATIONAL CAVE RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION ACT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is one of the countries known for its rich natural resources. The country's caves 
specifically set us apart from other places because of its exceptional resources such as the so- 
called dripstones. A dripstone is a collective term for stalagmites and stalactites - a kind of a 
precious mineral which takes hundreds of years to fonn.

Unfortunately, recent news showed that some of these stalagmites and stalactites, which should 
remain inside the confines of a cave, are now being sold in the country. This immediately called 
the attention of environmental advocates and the general public who witnessed the alarming 
scenario.

Republic Act No. 9072, otherwise known as the "National Cave Resources Management and 
Protection Act", has been put forward in 2001 to protect and conserve these resources. However, 
this law does not have a provision regarding the importation and exportation of the country's 
cave resources.

This bill seeks to amend R.A. 9072 by adding a subsection on prohibiting the exportation and/or 
the importation of stalagmites and stalactites. This bill recognizes the importance of the country's 
cave resources and deems it important to put the import and/or export of the same into a halt 
before it turns into a large-scale basis.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this measure is earnestly sought.
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