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AN ACT
AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NUMBERED 
NINETY-SEVEN, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "THE MERCHANT 
MARINE OFFICERS LAW"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

During the last two decades, the rapid development of the marine profession as well as the 
marine industry, both in the academic and technological aspects, has made the requirements 
of future marine officers, per P.D. No. 97, quite obsolete. The advances in the international 
field have been more phenomenal among the Western countries who are members of the 
International Marine Organization (IMO), with the Philippines lagging behind.

Of utmost concern to the country is the state of affairs of its domestic or coastwise shipping 
industry where there are numerous vessels with lower than 200 gross tons capacity that are 
manned by unqualified seafarers. Based from the reports of sea disasters, these accidents may 
just have been due to human errors/negligence, which is primarily due to the lack of sound 
and solid education on the field despite the years of actual sailing.

The age of computerization and automation only heightens the problem. Procedures and 
equipment of modem merchant vessels have not only increased in complexities but have been 
constantly improving by the adoption of new developments in science and technology further 
promoting efficiency and safety of operations. We cannot be caught flat-footed. We, 
therefore, have to upgrade not just the techniques, but most of all, the basic academic and 
hands-on experience qualifications.

Stiffer competition with our Asian neighbors and Eastern European countries only 
emphasizes our lack of these essential pre-requisites. For this reason, we need to use our 
naval vessels when they are not engaged in emergencies for the training of our future deck 
officer, engineers and crewmen apart from the traditional vessels that lend them 
apprenticeship training.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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