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AN ACT
RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS IN THE PHILIPPINES THEREBY 
CREATING A NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS PROGRAM, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill aims to recognize, protect and promote the Philippines' most outstanding roads 
having one of six core intrinsic qualities - scenic, historic, cultural, natural, recreational, and 
archaeological qualities - features which contribute to the character of the roadway and its 
communities. The National Scenic Byways designation aims to award routes that show the 
regional characteristics of the nation’s culture, history and landscape.

National Scenic Byways represent the best of all scenic byways and provide visitors with a 
unique travel experience since they are considered tourist attractions in their own right. Under 
this measure, if a route is designated as such, it does not only gain an expected boost in 
tourism, but also becomes eligible for appropriations for improvements such as interpretive 
centers, overlooks, and rest areas. Moreover, local residents will be encouraged to work 
closely with the Government and civic organizations to preserve and promote the unique 
local beauty and distinctive character of their own community.

Recognition of scenic byways focuses not only on the promotion of roads, but also helps 
balance economic development and resource conservation in the localities. In the United 
States of America, strong scenic byways program demonstrated strong community support 
and even encouraged the citizens to develop a corridor management plan that describes in 
detail the preservation, marketing, and improvement strategies for the byway.

This program seeks to preserve the beauty of the designated scenic corridors, which reaps 
rewards by protecting community character while providing economic opportunities in 
tourism and recreation.

Approval of this bill is earnestly urged.
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